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The rmost up-to—date information on how to control rats and mice will be pre-
seated by leading biologists, public health officials, and other cutstanding
avthorities in that fileld during the seccnd Baeltimorc Rodent Control Conference
to be held from Cctober 9 to 11 in Baltimore, Maryland, 3ccrctary of the Interior
Oscar L. Chapman said today.

The Department of the Interior will perticipate through its Fish and Vildlife
Service waich 1s sponsoring the conferance in cooperation with the Bal timorc City
Ecal th Department, Scercter: Chapmen said. lost States and tie larger cities cast

f the ississippi will be roprescnted by their senitary enginecrs or heolti
commissioners. All interestcd Zederal agencics will also scnd tacir roprosenta-
tives.

The first Ealtimore Rat Cortrol Conforcnce, held in 1948, was inspircd by
toe Jatlonal Urban Rat Control Campaisn which the Depertment of the Interior spcer-
headed for five months in that year ond in which 631 cities participated. This
second conference is the outgrowth of the increased public interest aroused by the
orgenized programs to exterminate the groin-eating, disease-spreading rodents.

The purpose of the conference is to discuss the new materials end new tech-
niques now being employed in order that they may te thoroughly understood by all
in attendance. The progrem is plenned larzel: as a series of ponel discussions.
Considerable time will be devoted to the orgenization end development of planc
for the improvement of local projects.

The meetings, which will be held in tie Bmerson Hotel, will open at 10 a.m,
on Monday, Cctober 9, with Dr. Huntington Willisms, Baltimore Commissioner of
Health, presiding. Short introductor and welcome talks will follow by the Hon.
Thomas D'Alessandro, Jr., liayor of Beltimore; Dr. Robert E, Riley, Director of
the Maryland State Department of Fealth; and Dovid R. Gascoyne, Rezional Director
of tne Fish and Wildlife Service from Boston, Mass.

Fish and Wildlife Service specialists schieduled to present papers during the
technlca_.l sessions include Yalter W, Dykstra and John C, Jones, of Washington,
D. C.; Howard A, Merrill, of Boston, Mass.; T. I, Mills, of ilew Brunswick, . J.;

and Galen Oderkirk, of Lafayette, Indiana.
Two field workshops, one conducted by the Baltimore City Health Department
on environmentel senitation and ratproofing, and the other bv the Baltimore De-

partment of Public "orks demonstrating the city's refuse disposal system, will
be features of the conferecnce.

P.I7, 83060 Xxx

Interior--Duplicating Section, Washington, D. C.



